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tne.Eatt, and was well known to the Greeks ; but tve afc 
entirely ignorant of the plant which produces this drug. It 
is attenuating and difeutient, and gently purgative. Hill. 
UrriDAN. n. f. [oppidanus, Lat.J A townfman ; an inhabi¬ 
tant of a town. 

I o Oppi'cnerate. v. a. [ oppignero , Lat.J To pledge; to 
pawn. 

1 he duke of Guife Henry was the greateft ufurer in France, 
for that he had turned all his eftate into obligations; meaning 
that he had fold and oppignorated all his patrimony, to give 
large donatives to other men. Bacon. 

Fcrdinando merchanded at this time with France, for the 
reftoring Rouffillion and Perpignan, oppignorated to them. 

Bacon's Henry VII. 

To O'PPILATE. v. a. [oppilo, Lat. oppilcr, Fr.J To heap 
up obftrudlion. 

Oppila'tion. n. f. [ oppilation, Fr. from oppilate. ] Ob- 
flruction ; matter heaped together. 

The ingredients preferibed in their ftrbftance acluate the 
fpirits, reclude oppilations , and mundify the blood. Harvey. 
O'PPILATIVE. adj. [oppilative , Fr.] Obftruchve. 

Opple'ted. adj. [oppletus, Lat.J Filled; crouded. 
Oppo'nent. adj. [opponent, Lat.J Oppolite; adverfe. 

Ere the foundations of this earth were laid, 

It was opponent to our fearch ordain’d, 

That joy, ftill fought, fhould never be attain’d. Prior. 
Oppo'nent. n.f [opponent, Lat.J 

1. Antagonift ; adverfary. 

2. One who begins the difpute by raifing obje&ions to a tenet. 

Inafmuch as ye go about to deltroy a thing which is in 
force, and to draw in that which hath not as yet been re¬ 
ceived, to impofe on us that which we think not ourfelves 
bound unto ; that therefore ye are not to claim in any con¬ 
ference other than the plaintiffs or opponents part. Hooker. 

How becomingly does Philopolis exercife his office, and 
feafonably commit the opponent with the refpondent, like a 
long pradlifed moderator. More. 

OPPORTU'NE. adj. [opportune, Fr. opportunus, Latin.J Sea- 
lonable; convenient; fit; timely; well-timed ; proper. 

There was nothing to be added to this great king’s fe¬ 
licity, being at the top of all worldly blifs, and the perpetual 
tonftancy of his profperous fucccilcs, but an opportune death 
to withdraw him from any future blow of fortune. Bacon. 
Will lift us up in fpite of fate. 

Nearer our ancient feat; perhaps in view 

Of thofe bright confines, whence with neighb’ring arms 

And opportune excudion, we may chance 

Re-enter heav’n. Milton's Paradife Lojl, b. ii. 

Confider’d every creature, which of all 
Moll opportune might lerve his wiles ; and found 
The ferpent fubtleft bead: of all die field. Milton. 

Opportunely. adv. [from opportune .J Seafonably ; conve- 
niently; with opportunity either of time or place. 

He was relolved to chufe a war rather than to have Bre¬ 
tagne carried by France, being fituatc fo opportunely to annoy 
England either for coalt or trade. Bacon's Henry VII. 

Againft thefe there is a proper objection, that they offend 
uniformity ; whereof I am therefore opportunely induced to 
lhy fomewhat. IVotton's Architecture. 

This experiment does opportunely fupply the deficiency. Boyle. 
Opportunity, n.f. [opportunite , Fr. opportunitas , Lat.J Fit 
fit place; lime ; convenience j fuitablcnefs of aircumftances to 
any end. 

A wife man will make more opportunities than he finds. 
Mens behaviour lliould be like their apparel, not too ftraight 
but free for exercife. Bacon , EJJay 53. 

Opportunity , like a fudden guff, 

Hath fwell’d my calmer thoughts into a temped. 

Accurled opportunity ! 

That work’d our thoughts into defires, defires 
To refolutions ; thofe being ripe and quicken’d, 

'Thou giv’d them birth, and bring’d them forth to action. 

Denham. 

Tho’ their advice be good, their counfel wife, 

Yet length dill loles opportunities. Denham. 

Negledt no opportunity of doing good, nor check thv de- 
e of doing it, by a vain fear of what may happen. Atterb. 
All poets have taken an opportunity to give long deferip- 
tions of the night. Broome's Notes on the OdyJJ'ey. 

'Fo OPPO'SE. v. a. [oppofer, French; oppono, Latin.J 

1. To act againd j to be adverfe ; to hinder ; to refid. 

There’s no bottom, none 
In my voluptuoufnefs: and my defire 
All continent impediments v/ould o’erbear. 

That did oppoje my will. Shakefpeare’s Macbeth. 

2. To put in oppofition; to offer as an antagonid or rival. 

If all men are not naturally equal, I amfure all Haves are ; 
and then I may, without prefumption, oppoje my fingle opini¬ 
on to his. Lockf. 

To place as an obdacle. 

Since he dands obdurate. 

And that no lawful means can carry me 


O P P 

Out of his envy’s reach, I do oppoje 

Mv patience to his fury. ' ‘Shakejp. Mcrch. of //„,• 

I thro’ the leas purfu’d their exil’d race, J ‘ 
Engag'd the heav’ns, oppos’d the dormy main ; 

But billows roar d and tempeds rag’d ill vain. Drvd- 

4. To place in front. 

Her grace fat down 

In a rich chair of date; oppojmg freelv 
The beauty of her perl'on to the people. 

To Oppo'se. v. n. 

1. To act adverfely. 

A lervant, thrill’d with remorfe. 

Oppos'd againd the act, bending his fword 
To his great mader. Shakejp. King Leer 

He pracliled to difpatch fuch of the nobility as were like 
to oppoje againd his mifehievous drift, and in fuch fort to en 
cumber and weaken the red, that they Ihould be no imeedf 
ments to him. Havu 

2. To objedl in a deputation ; to have the part of raifi^V 
Acuities againd a tenet fuppofed to be right. 

Oppo'seless. adj. [from oppoje. J Irrcfidibie ; not to beoppofed 

I could bear it longer, and not fall 
To quarrel with your great oppojelejs wills. Sbakcfpcart 

Oppo'ser. n.f [from oppoje.] One that oppofes; amagomil- 
enemy; riva). & * 

Now the fair goddt-fs fortune 
Fall deep in love with thee, and her great charms 
Mifguidc thy oppofers fwords: bold gentleman ! 

Prosperity be tliy page. Shakejp. Cm,Janus. 

Brave wits that have made effays worthy of immortality • 
yet by reafon of envious and more popular oppofers, have liib- 
mitted to fate, and are almod loll in oblivion. Glam 

I do not fee how the miniders could have continued in 
their dations, if their oppojers had agreed about the maaods 
by which they Ihould be ruined. g w u 

A hardy modern chief, 

A bold oppojer of divine belief. Blackmore. 

OPPOSITE. adj. [oppojite, Fr. oppofitus, Lat.J 

1. Placed in front ; facing each other. 

To th’ other five. 

Their planetary motions and afpects. 

In fextile, fquarc, trine and oppojite. 

Of noxious efficacy- Milton s Paradife Lojl, 6 . x . 

2. Adverfe; repugnant. 

Nothing of a foreign nature, like the trilling novels, by 
which the reader is milled into another fort of plcaliire, 
oppojite to that which is defigned in an epick poem. Dryd. 

This is a profpecl very uneafv to the luds and paiiions, 
and oppojite to the dronged defires of flelh and blood. Roger. 

3. Contrary. 

In this fallen date of man religion begins with repentance 
and conversion, the two oppojite terms 01 which are God and 
fin. lillotJon, Scrm. 1. 

Particles of fpccch have divers, and fometinies almod op¬ 
pojite fignifications. Lode. 

O'pposite. n.J. Adverfary; opponent; antagonid; enemy. 
To the bed and wifed, while they live, the world is con¬ 
tinually a froward oppojtte, a curious oblerver df their de¬ 
feats and imperfections; their virtues it afterwards as much 
admireth. Hooker, b. v. J. 7. 

He is the mod Skilful, bloody, and fatal oppojite that you 
could have found in Illyria. Shakejp. 'Twelfth Night. 

The knight whom fate or Jiappy chance 
Shall grace his arms fo far in equal fight, 

From out the bars to force his oppojitt , 

The prize of valour and of love lhall gain. 

O'pposite. i.Y. adv. [from oppojite .J 

1. In fuch a fituation as to face each other. 

The Idler pair are joined edge to edge, but not oppojttdp 
with their points downward, but upward. Crew’s Muj. 

2. Adverfely. 

I oft have feen, when corn was ripe to mow, f 

And now in dr)’, and brittle draw did grow, > 

Winds from all quarters oppofitely blow. May’s Virgil ) 

O'ppositeness. n.J. [from oppojite.] The date of being op- 
pofite. 

Opposition. «./. [oppofition, Fr. oppojitio , Lat.J 

1. Situation fo as to front Something oppolcd. 

2. Hodile rcfidancc. 

He 

Cry’d oh ! and mounted ; found no oppofition 
From what he look’d for Ihouid oppoic. 

Virtue which breaks thro’ all oppefuion. 

And all temptation can remove. 

Mod Ihines, and mod is acceptable above. 

He confiders Laufus refeuing his father at the hazard of 
his own life, as an image of himfelf when he took Anchifes 
on his Ihoulders, and bore him (a£e thro’ the rage of the fire 
and the oppofition of his enemies. Dryden s Dufrefmy. 

3. Contrariety of affection. 

They who never tried the experiment of a holy life, msa- 

fure 
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t i lC laws of God not by their intrinfical goodnefs, but 
bv the reluCtancy and oppofition which they find in the.r own 
P/ Tillotjon, Semi. o. 

Contrariety of intered; contrariety of meafures. 
t Contrariety of meaning; diverfity of meaning. 

5 ’ The parts of every true oppofition do alway both concern 
the fame fubjedl, and have reference to the fame thing, fith 
therwife they are but in Ihew oppofite, and not in truth. 

Hooker, b. v. f 48. 
Reafon can never permit the mind to reject a greater evi¬ 
dence to embrace what is lefs evident, nor allow it to enter¬ 
tain probability in oppofition to knowledge and certainty. Locke. 
To OPPRESS, v. a. [opprejfus , Lat. J 

To crulh by hardlhip or unreafonable feverity. 

‘ if rae l and Judah were opprejjcd together, and all that took 
them captives held them fad, they refufed to let them go. 

Jer. 1 . 33. 

Alas ! a mortal mod opprejl of thofe 
Whom fate has loaded with aweight of woes. Pope. 
0 To overpower; to fubdue. 

We’re not ourfelves, 

When nature, being opprejl, commands the mind 
To fuftcr with the body. Shakejp. King Lear. 

In blazing height of noon. 

The fun opprefs’d, is plung’d in thicked gloom. Thomf. 
Oppression, n.f [opprejfion, Er. from opprefs.] 
j The aft of oppreffing ; cruelty; feverity. 

2! The date of being oppreffed ; mifery. 

Famine is in thy cheeks ; 

Need and opprejfion dare within thine eyes. 

Contempt and beggary hang upon thy back. 

C;efar himfelf has work, and our opprejfion^ 

Exceeds what we expelled. Shake/'. 

•q. Hardfhip; calamity. 

0 We are all fubject to the fame accidents; and when we 
fee any under particular opprejfion, we Ihould look upon it as 
the common lot of human nature. Addif. Spectator. 

4. Dullnefs of fpirits ; laffitude of body. 

Droufinefs, opprejfion, heavinefs, and laffitude, are figns 
of a too plentiful meal. Arbuthnot on Aliment. 

Oppressive, adj. [from opprefs. J 
1. Cruel; inhuman ; unjudly exadtious or fevere. 
a. Heavy ; overwhelming. 

Alicia, reach thy friendly arm. 

And help me to fupport that feeble frame, 

That nodding totters with opprejfive wee. 

And finks beneath its load. Rowe’s Jane Shore. 

Oppre'ssor. n.f. [opprefftur, Fr. from opprefs .J One who 
harraffes others with unreafonable or unjuit feverity. 

I from opprejfors did the poor defend. 

The fatherlefs, and fuch as had no friend. Sandys. 

The cries of orphans, and th’ opprcjjor’s rage. 

Had reach’d the liars. Dryden. 

Power when employed to relieve the oppreffed, and to 
punilh the oppreJJ'or , becomes a great bleffing. Swift. 

OPPRG'BRIOUS. adj. [from opprobrium, Lat.J Reproach¬ 
ful ; difgraceful; caufing infamy; fcurrilous. 

Himfelf pronounccth them blelfed, that Ihould for his 
name fake be fubjcdl to all kinds of ignominy and opprobrious 
malediction. Hooker, b. v. f. 48. 

I will not here defile 

Mv unllain’d verfe with his opprobrious name. Daniel. 

Solomon he led by fraud to build 
His temple right againft the temple of God, 

On the opprobrious hill. Milton’s Paradife Lojl, b. i. 

They fee themfclves unjuftly afperfed, and vindicate them- 
felvcs in terms no lefs opprobrious than thofe by which they 
are attacked. Addif on’s Freeholder, N Q . 137. 

Oppro'briously. ad. [from opprobrious .J Reproachfully j 

fcurriloufly. 

Think you, this little prating York 
Was not incenfed by his fubtle mother. 

To taunt and fcorn you thus opprolrioufy. Shakejp. R. III. 
Oppro'briousness. n. f [from opprobrious.] Reproachfulneis; 
fcurrility. 

To OPPUGN, v. a. [oppugno, Lat.J Tooppofe; to attack; 
to refill. 

For the ecclefiallical laws of this land we are led by a 
great reafon to obferve, and ye be by no neceffity bound to 
oppugn them. Hooker’s Pref. 

They (aid the manner of their impeachment they could 
not but conceive did oppugn the rights of parliament. C/ar. 

If nothing can oppugn his love. 

And virtue invious ways can prove. 

What cannot he confide to do 

That brings both love and virtue too ? Hud. p. i. 

The ingredients recludc oppilations, mundify the blood, 
and oppugn putrefaction. Harvey. 

Oppu'gnancy. n.f. [from appugn.~\ Oppofition. 

Take but degree away, untune that firing. 

And hark what difeord follows, each thing meets 
In meet oppugnancy. Shakefpeare’s . Trail, and Crefs. 
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Oppu'cner. n.f. [from oppugn.] One who oppofes or attacks 
The modem and degenerate Jews be, upon the fcore ot 
being the great patrons of man’s free will, not caufelelsly 
elleemed the great oppugners of God’s free grace. Boyle: 

Opsi'mathy. n.f. [ovJiy.asS’i'a.J Late education ; late eru¬ 
dition. . : 

OpSona'tion. n.f. [ opfonatio, Latin.J Catering; a buying 
provifions. Did. 

O'ptable. adj. [optabilir, Lat.J Defirable ; to be wifhed. 

O'ptative. adj. [optativus, Lat.J Expreffive of defire. [In 
grammar. J 

The verb undergoes in Greek a different formation to fig- 
nify wilhincr, which is called the optative mood. Clarke. 

O'ptical. n.f [onrlixof.J Relating to the fcience of optics. 
It leems not agreeable to what anatomiffs and optical wri¬ 
ters deliver, touching the relation ot the two eyes to each 
other. _ . Boyle. 

Optician, n.f [from optick .J One IkiUed in opticks. 

O'PTICK. adj. [ottIixoc j optique, Fr.J 

1. Vifual; producing vifion ; liibfervient to vifion. 

May not the harmony and difeord ot colours arife front 
the proportions of the vibrations propagated through the fibres 
of the optic nerves into the brain, as the harmony and dif¬ 
eord of founds arife from the proportions of the vibrations 
of the air ? Newt. Opt. 

2. Relating to the fcience of vifion. 

Where our mailer handlcth the contractions of pillars, 
wc have an optic rule, that the higher they are the lefs Ihould 
be always their diminution aloft, becaufe the eye itfclf doth 
naturally contract all objects, according to the diftanre. 

IVotton’s Architecture. 

O'PTICK. n.f. An inftrument of fight; an organ of fight. 
Can any thing elcape the perfpicacity of thofe eyes which 
were before light, and in whofe opticks there is no opacity. 

Brown. 

Our corporeal eyes we find 

Dazzle the opticks of our mind. Denham. 

You may negledt, or quench, or hate the (lame, 

Whofe fmoke too long obfeur’d your riling name. 

And quickly cold indiff’rence will enfue, 

When you love’s joys thro’ honour's optick view. Prior. 

Why has not man a microfcopick eye ? 

For this plain reafon; man is not a fly. 

Say what the ufe, were finer opticks giv’n, 

T’infpcdt a mite, not comprehend the heav’n. Fope. 

O'ptick. n.f [oV'JixiJ.J The fcience of the nature and laws 
of vifion. 

No fpherical body of what bignefs foever illuminates the 
whole fphere of another, although it illuminate fomething 
more than half of a leffer, according unto the doctrine of 
opticks. Broivn’s Vulgar Err. b. vi. 

Thofe who defire fatisfaclion in the appearance, mult go 
to the admirable treatife of opticks by Sir ifaac Newton. 

Chcyne’s Phil. Prin. 

O'ptimacy. n.f [optimates, Lat.J Nobility; body of nobles. 
In this high court of parliament there is a rare co-ordina¬ 
tion of power, a wholcfome mixture betwixt monarchy, 
optimacy, and democracy. How A. 

Opti'mity. n.f. [from optimus.'] The Hate of being belt. 

O'p'rioN. n.f. [optio, Lat.J Choice; ciedtion. 

Tranfplantation mull proceed from ttie option of the people, 
clfe it founds like an exile ; lb the colonies mull be railed by 
the leave of the king and not by his command. Bacon. 

Which of thefe two rewards we will receive, he hath left 
to our option. Smallridge’s Scrm. 

O'rutENCE. J n.f. [opulence, Fr. opulent ia, Latin.J Wealth; 

O'pulency. ) riches; affluence. 

It muff be a difeovery of the infinite flatteries that follow 
youth and opulency. Shakejp. Tim. of Athens. 

After eight years fpent in outward opulency and inward mur¬ 
mur, that it was not greater; after vail Turns of money and 
great wealth gotten, he died unlamentcd. Clarendon. 

He had been a perfon not only of great opulence, but au¬ 
thority. Atterbury. 

There in full opulence a banker dwelt. 

Who all the joys and pangs of riches felt; 

His fide board glitter’d with imagin’d plate, 

And his proud fancy held a vail cllate. Swi r t. 

O pulent, adj. [opulent, Fr. opulentus, Lar.J Rich ; wealthy ; 
affluent. ' 

He made him his ally, and provoked a mighty and opulent 
king by an offenfive war in his quarrel. Bacon. 

To begin with the fuppofed policy of gratifying only the 
rich and opulent. Docs our wife mah think that the grandee 
whom he courts does not fee through all the little plots of 
his courtlhip. ‘ South’s Sermons. 

Opulently, adv. [horn opulent.] Richlv; with fplendor. 

Or. conjunct. [o’Seji, Saxon.] 

1. A disjunctive particle, marking diftribution; and fometimes 
oppofition. 

Inquire what the antients thought concerning this world, 
whether it was to perilh or no ; whether to be dc- 

ftroyed 
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